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accused would be taken into custody on suspicion of
breaking currency regulations, although this really did
not belong to the jurisdiction of the Gestapo. After nine
days in custody, during which nothing would be proved
and no confession be forced from them, they would
be handed over in bloody condition to the currency
officials who would set them free since they would no
longer be in a fit state to be questioned. After a few
days, however, they would be fetched again.

Those who were taken to the Pankrac prison were
the more fortunate, for there were Czech warders there,
although under the supervision of German officials.
One would be condemned for sabotage, for giving wrong
information to an army-chauffeur, or for not wanting to
give an answer to a German question. Major crimes of
this kind would of course be handed on to be dealt with
by a higher authority.

The leader of the Czech political police declared to
me at the beginning of May, 1939, that they no longer
had any power and were merely tools in the hands of the
Gestapo. On public and ceremonial occasions the police
officials had to hoist the swastika flag on the gendarmerie
and other official buildings; failure to do so might result
in immediate arrest and a considerable fine. Even the
traffic was supervised by the Gestapo, a few Czech police
regulating the vehicles but at the orders of the Gestapo
or the uniformed German officials, of whom there
appeared to be a huge army. The latter were for the
most part billeted in schools and had at their disposal a
large number of cars.